BETWEEN A PEOPLE AND MANKIND
and Polish, and of course I understand the Slav languages quite well. In addition to all these, Latin and Greek, and I also studied Sanskrit and Arabic for a year. My ideal was the diplomatic service. I wanted to go to the Oriental Academy which was the educational institution in Vienna for ambassadors. Then I saw that they gave preference to the aristocracy. During the past sixty years I have forgotten Arabic completely, only now and then a word comes back. A lady doctor who was a Czech recently came to me from Bagdad. 'Isn't Ma water?' I asked her. In Arabic or Hungarian you can invent nothing of your own, as a German can do with the English speech, or as one can do with Latin when attempting to speak Italian, and so on. These Oriental languages have no relation whatsoever to our Indo-European tongues. One must commit everything to memory. I ask myself whether the Englishman does not think more freely and quickly because he is burdened with so few languages."
"Do you utilise these languages very much in your present position?"
"Yes! I read them and speak them a good deal. During the war I spoke only French, English and
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